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DEPARTMENT OF MICROBIOLOGY

Telephone: 01 2214450 Fax: 2214112

                                                              MEMORANDUM
To :       General Practitioners
From:    Jean Kavanagh
Date:     23 August 2011
Re:       Specimens for Neisseria gonnorhoea PCR and Chlamydia trachomatis PCR
We receive a large number of incorrect specimens for the above tests.

The correct specimen type is as follows:  
URINE specimens:    “APTIMA” urine specimen transport tube
ENDOCERVICAL and MALE URETHRAL SWABS:    “APTIMA” swab specimen transport tube.
Specimens in any other type of container will not be tested.

These specimen transport tubes are available from the National Virus Reference Laboratory.

                                                                                              UCD, Belfield, Dublin 4  Tel: 7161323

Please note : These specimens are NOT processed in St. Vincents University Hospital.
All specimens received in St. Vincents University Hospital for Neisseria gonnorhoea PCR and Chlamydia trachomatis PCR are dispatched to the National Virus Reference Laboratory.
If you require further information, please contact :   Jean Kavanagh

                                                                                         Chief Medical Scientist  

                                                                                          221 4794

                                                                                          j.kavanagh@svuh.ie

Many thanks for your cooperation in this matter. 
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